Maidford Montessori 
 Free Entitlement Policy to Early Learning and Childcare

Maidford Montessori reads and puts into practice the guidelines set out by:
The Free Entitlement to Early Learning and Childcare File – A guide for providers working with Northamptonshire County Council version 1 June 2011
Maidford Montessori will then provide the parents/guardians with the information as advised by these guidelines: All information is highlighted with a box any other information is just that we deem useful.
The free entitlement offers universal free provision from the funding block following a child’s third birthday up until their compulsory school age.
The compulsory age (Statutory School Age) for a child to start full time education in the UK is at the beginning of the school term in September, January or April after the child’s fifth birthday. 
The Eligibility of a child to free Entitlement 
A child born between                      Will be Eligible to access the free Entitlement for 6 Calendar Blocks 
1st April to 31st Aug (Incl)                 Autumn Funding Period Following 3rd Birthday 
1st Sept to 31st Dec (Incl)                  Spring Term Period Following 3rd Birthday        
1st Jan to 31st March (Incl)               Summer Term Period Following 3rd Birthday 

Accessing Free Entitlement 
The local authority maintains an up to date Directory of all providers who are eligible to claim funding in respect of providing the Free Entitlement to Early Learning and Childcare for children from the local area 

The Basis of Admissions to the setting 
Please see the Maidford Montessori Admissions Policy 
Maidford Montessori consult regularly with families to ensure their arrangements meet the needs of all families and children 

Headcount Dates 
The local authority will advise Maidford Montessori Nursery School of a headcount date in each funding block. The headcount dates will be the same for all providers and will be no later than the third week in any funding block (except the summer funding block when the movement of the Easter Holiday can lead to slightly different timings.
These groups of children are Entitle to claim funding regardless of head count dates: 
Looked after Children,Children from Gypsy, Roma and Travelling families, Children of Asylum seeking families, Children in refuges and Children with a statement of Special Educational Needs  

Verification 
Maidford Montessori Nursery School must verify the eligibility of any child to receive funding in respect of the free entitlement, eligibility of children must be provided in the form of:
Date of Birth: Birth certificate/ Medical card or Passport
Post Code: Utility bill 

The Parental Contract 
At the beginning of each calendar block Maidford Montessori Nursery School must ensure that families complete the Standard Parental Contract supplied by the county council in respect of any child Attending free entitlement sessions at the setting. In spring and summer calendar blocks, this may take the form of an endorsement that no change in provision has taken place. Maidford Montessori Nursery School will retain all completed forms for a minimum of 2 years. The County Council may request the forms at any time for inspection.
Hours of attendance and hours of funding will be clearly shown on the parental contract. This form must be signed by parent/guardians by the Headcount date. The register of child’s attendance will be used to verify the information provided is correct.
We will contact the Families Information Services if we have any queries. 
Families Information Service (FIS) PO Box 216, John Dryden House, 8 - 10 The Lakes, Northampton, NN1 5NX.
 www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/fis            Tel: 01604 365071
The level of funding available via the County Council The County Council will determine the level of payment locally, dependent in part on the level of payment made by central government to the council. The rate payable for each child will be notified annually. The county council reserves the right to vary the level of funding for Free Entitlement provision during the course of the year due to any resource constraint.
Entitlement is a maximum of 570 hours per annum
Maximum hours per week                                        15hours over a minimum of 3 days 
Minimum session length                                             2 ½ hours
Maximum session length                                           10 hours
Maximum number of providers per child                 2
Funding Claims                                                              Minimum 2 ½ hours and then in 30min increments
Attendance at two providers
If a child attends two eligible settings each week, any payment from the County Council will be based on the wishes of the family expressed in the parental Contract up to a maximum amount allowed. 


The basis of calculating and charging for any additional services, including child care 
No additional services at present 

Information required by Maidford Montessori Nursery School to support the application:
Parental contract
Attendance register 
Invoices
Copies of Birth certificate/ Medical card or passport (Parents/Guardian to supply)
Copies of proof of post code –Utility bill (Parents/Guardians to supply)
Maidford Montessori will endeavour to help you with this whole process to make it as simple as possible.





Sources for Providers Only
Only available for Providers
The Free Entitlement to Early Learning and Childcare File – A guide for providers working with Northamptonshire County Council version 1 June 2011


Sources for Parents/Guardians 
Department of Education
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/earlylearningandchildcare/delivery/free%20entitlement%20to%20early%20
Education Bill 2010-11
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/education.html
Childcare act 2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/21/contents
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