Maidford Montessori 
Special Educational

Needs Policy

Statement of intent

At Maidford Montessori we aim to meet every child’s individual needs including those who need additional support or have specific impairments. The Montessori Method already prepares us to support all children whatever their degree of ability. By liasing with parents and outside agencies we hope to optimise that support. 

Children with SEN are fully included in the setting. Where appropriate, resources, and activities will be adapted to ensure children with more complex SEN are included in all areas of the curriculum. We have regard for DfES Code of Practice 2001.
Factual information
Admission arrangements:

All applications from parents for admission are considered equally. We endeavour to liase with parents and other professional agencies to ensure the appropriate support and facilities can be provided for children with additional needs or impairments.
Accommodation

The main facilities are all at one level and well lit. All doors into the property are wide. There are no ramps at present, a suitable portable ramp which could be used to provide access to the door could be considered. Raised flowerbeds provide easy access and digging for all children. The facilities may be adapted and modified, with reason, in response to the assessment of each child’s individual needs. 

Staff skills and training

Children with special educational needs are welcome. We monitor children’s progress and aim to identify any areas of difficulty. In addition to our mission statement, and together with the guidelines given in the DfEE Code of Practice, we work with parents and outside agencies to identify any problems, support both the child and the parents, and to develop a consistent approach for each child. 

We acknowledge the need of staff to take part in training to enhance and develop skills in supporting children and additional needs. We access training and support provided by the EYDCP team, the Maria Montessori training organisation and other outside agencies.

Special needs co-ordinator

The name of the Senco is Jane Briar 
The responsibilities of the Senco are to: 

· Co-ordinate provision for children with SEN on a day by day basis

· Implement the SEN policy

· Liase with parents

· Liase with other agencies

· Co-ordinate the record keeping system for children with SEN

· Ensure records and information are sent to the next setting/school

· Support other members of staff

· Ensure that all staff are aware of the needs of children with SEN and their responsibilities for reporting back to the SENCO

Identification and Assessment Arrangements

By offering a broad and balanced curriculum we can provide for a range in competence and performance amongst our children. However, children with SEN will require additional intervention in order to access the early year’s curriculum. We then follow a graduated approach as set out in the Code of practice. Unless a child has significant needs that we are aware of prior to admission, our recording system and observations will be used to ensure the early identification of special needs.

If an area of concern is identified the staff and the setting SENCO will plan a programme of intervention to meet the child’s individual needs. This will ensure access to the Early Years Curriculum. The individual plane (IEP) should ideally be kept continually under review. However, IEP’s will be reviewed at least three times a year. Further action can then be planned as necessary. 

If little or no progress has taken place we seek advice and support from outside agencies. This will only take place after discussion with parents. The setting SENCO is responsible for discussing information records, including a child’s strengths and weaknesses. We make use of the expertise and advise available within support services. These may include:

· Health visitors

· Speech and language therapy services

· Social services

· Specialist teachers

· Educational psychologist

· Occupational therapists

· Clinical psychologists

Parents and partners

Parent knowledge and views form the basis for all records and assessment. Parents are consulted and involved at every stage and before any decision or action is taken regarding their child.
Transfer Arrangements

The setting is aware of the need to pass on all information concerning the child to the next setting. This is only done after we have permission from the parents. The importance and benefits to their child will be explained afterwards.

Evaluation and Review

This policy will be reviewed regularly. During review, the policy itself will be evaluated and the progress of children with additional needs monitored. All evaluation we take into account: 

· Child’s progress

· Support needed

· Alternate strategies used/available and their impact on SEN

Legislation 
DfES Code of Practice 2001 https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationdetail/page1/dfes%200581%202001
Data Protection Act 1998

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/contents
Human Rights Act 1998

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
Childcare Act 2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/21/contents
Contacts 
Northampton County Council

Support for families with disabled children

Families Information Service (FIS)

The FIS provides information and support for families of disabled children.

Tel 01604 237935

Email fis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

If you wish to speak to one of the Pre-School Teachers (SEN)/Area SENCos, please contact them on:

Northampton - 01604 630082

Daventry/South West - 01604 857382
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